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June 22, 1970 Drevetary

Mr. Kenneth N. Weaver, Director
Maryland Geological Survey
Latrobe Hall

The Johns Hopkins University
Baltimore, Maryland 21218

Dear Mr, Weaver:

We have your letter of June 16, 1970, enclosed with the claim
by My, William B. Crum in the amount of $99.75 for damages resulting
from archeological excavations in an alfalfa field owned by Mr.
Crum, '

Claims for damages must be submitted to the -General 2ssembly
in the budget of the Board of Public Works and if the amount is
appropriated, then they are paid. We would suggest in this case,
however, that the word claim is not the proper definitior, but
rather it should be a contract, whereby you pay for the alfalfa
growing in the field where the archeological excavations were con-
ducted. In any event, we have sent a copy of your correspondence
to the Attorney General of Maryland and perhaps he will rule that
you bought 5,320 pounds of alfalfa for $99.75.

Very truly yours,

f\
.

L/ﬁzf/efa&/// Lo A /&

Andrew Heubeck, Jr.
Secretary /
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MARYLAND GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

LATROBE HALL, THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21218

P

sif, 1 Nov 69

Mr, Fred Cook, Administrator
Frederick Metropolitan District and Sanitary Commission
Frederick, Marvland

Dear Mr, Cook:

We have opened a 20-foot-wide trench where we estimate the sewer
line will cross the Indian site on the William Crum farm and we have
found about 15 pits filled with Indian refuse as well as indications
of Indian houses., +f you have an opportunity to visit the site, we
would be most pleased to show you what we are doing. I will be there
Monday through Thursday of this coming week (3«6 Nov) and Mon. thmough
Friday of the following week.

In order to compelete our record of the investigation of the
site, T would very much appreciate having a Xerox copy for our files
of the letter which you received friwmdir. Ridout of the Maryland
Historical Trust.,

Many thenks for your assistance in loc:zting the position of the
sew r line, Your cooperation has made it possible for us to record
an important part of Maryland's prehistoric past which would otherwise
be destroyed when the sewer line is built. I hope that you will keep
us in mind if additional remains are encountered during construction,

Sincerely,

State® Archeologist




15 Jun 70

Statement regarding crop damage
resulting froam archeological investigstions near Walkersville, Maryland.

Archeologicsl evcavations were undertaken in gn alfalfa field owned
and farmed by “illiam B, Crum at Biggs Tord neer Walkersville, Mrederick
County, Marvlend, because the field contains an important late prehistoric
Indian village slte which will "‘"’f dasaped by congtructica of & larze sewer
line (the 5!onocaéy iu't.oioebbbr). Sonstructlon of the aﬁser 1liue wee
plannaed for eariy in the aji‘ing of 1979 gnd sur axcevallons wers started
in late October after the last harvest of 1949 so that no srap loss should
have bean csused walch would mot &also have resulled from the sewse
oonstruction. iowavaer, the sowar iive has been delsyed until fall 1770 or
later, and since ulfslfa ie & perennial harvested i times & yesr awnd not
plented until August, the loss of the 1979 crops has been entirely duve to
out archeological investigastions conducted last fall. The delay in sewer
construction has allowed us to continue with the exceptionglly extensive
and productive archeological findings through mide-June of this year, but
the additions]l work was still confined to tioe same sres as last fell
(the arsa to be sctually destroyed by sewer construction) so that no danage
wes cegused this spring that had not been inflicted lust fell. Crop damage
wes unavoidable becsuse of the nature of the erop, the uncertainty of the
construction schedule, and the time required to carry out the archeological

investigations,
fyler Bastian




BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS
STATE OFFICE BUILDING
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND

June 22, 1970

Honorable Francis B, Burch
Attorney General of Maryland
State Law Depavtment

One Charles Center
Baltimore, Maryland

Dear Mr, Buoch:

We ara enclosing a copy of correspondence which we have re-
ceived fron My. kennach N, Weaver, Director of thae Maryland Ceological
Survey. Me, Weaver refers to a claim by Mw, William B, Crum, owner
of an alfalfa field that was damaged as a pesult of archeological
excavations, We are iaclined to believe that this is not a claim
against the State as & normally define claeims It occurs to ne
thet the licuyiznd Caoicgical Survey szihiould aﬁrgo to buy $99.75
worth of alfalfa co trnat cthey could make thelr archzological survey,

So thot thare will be no difficulty when this matier is re-
viewed by the Ll islavive Auditor, we would appreciate it if you
would review this co:rﬂspondence and’ let us know whether or not
we can advise lr, Weaver to buy the sifalfa without caliirg in a
claim for damages,

Thank you for youw cooperation,

Very truly yours, .
7 ’/’ .
Ardrew heubecx, Jr.
Secretary
AH:ble
Enclosure P

ce: Mz, Kermeth X, Weavertf/j




15 Jan 70

Mre. L. We Wolfe

Wolfe Brothers Contractors
G R §

Myersville, Md, 21773

Dear Mr, Wolfe:

I am writing in regard to your invoice of 13 Jan 70,

Completion of our archeological investigations on the Crum farm
near Welkersville has been delayed until Spring when we will begin one
or two weeks of work as soon as the ground thaws, If possible, we would
like to make one payment at that time covering both the opening (last fall)
and the filling of the trench, Your patience will be most appreciated.

Please not that we are tax exempt, #256.

Sincerely,

Tyler Bastisn
Stute Archeologist




7 Jan 70

Hr, ¥1liam Crum
Rt. 1
Walkersville, Md. 21793

Dear Bill, Barbara, and Kids,

Superintendent Mentzer of Catoctin Mountain Park just called me
to say that you are having a little snow out there and that the meeting
scheduled for tonight has been canceled. I had the sprinkler set out to
drop by your place, and I also wanted to show you & mpp of the area we
eveavated on which I have plotted all the post molds and pits.

We washed most of the artifacts last week and are starting to
catalog them now, By the time the meeting at Catoctin Park is rescheduled
I should have some slidee of artifascts that I can show, as well as & slide
of the map. Waeshing the artifgete gave me a good look at them, so I am
now eveited about getting staerted on writing the report.

What do you think about leaving the trench open until early spring.
Someone told me T should be able to do some more work out there during
the "January thaw," but T have doubts about that, Perhaps the ground
is glready frozen too hard to fill the trench before spring. At any
rate, I would like to complete my work in the area we huve open as
early as possible in the spring so that we can get the trench filled,
I would like to spend at least 3 days at the site, but & mexium of 10 days.
If you would rather not delay any longer, please let me know and I'1l
s=2e that the trench is filled as soon as possible,

Sincerely,

Tyler Bastian
State Archeologist
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Division of Archeology
16 Dec Th

Mr. William B. Crum

Route 3

Box 41

Walkersville, Maryland 21798

Dear Bill, Barbara, and all:

I have not atarted on my Christmas cards, but I wanted to answer your
question about the mysterious letter that you received from the Maryland Historical
Trust. Last summer the Trust hired Wayne Clark, a graduate student in anthropology
at American University, to research and f£ill out National Register nomination
forms for about 30 prehistoric and historic archeological sites in Maryland. With
my help, representative sites (both excavated and unexcavated) from all sectious
of the state were selected, including Biggs Pord. Theoretlcally, Wayne or someone
from the Trust should have contactel you before the nomination form was prepared,
but I suspect that Wayne relied eatirely on my records and did not actually
visit the site. He was very pressed for time and had to cut some cornere to get
all of the forms completed before school started in the fall. The purpose of the
National Register of Historic Places is to give some recognition and protection
to significant historical and archeological sites. It is a federal program which
igs administered by the individual states. Most of the states, including Marylend,
have focused attention on hiskéric buildings, but recently the federal goverma=nt
has been pushing them to include more archeological sties. This summer's work
#s one result, and by next swmier the Trust expects to have its own archeologist.

The policy of the National Register and of the Historical Trust is not to
publish or make public the exact location of archeological stbes in order to
protect the sites from vandalism and to maintain the owners' privacy. However,
federal laws require all federal agencies to consider sites listed on the Hational
Register which may be endangered by any project involving lederal funds or liceuses.
Catoctin Furnace is an example., If your Indian site had been on the Hational
Register in 1969 it ies likely that the sewer line would have been rerouted since it
undoubtedly involved €ederal funding. Unfortunately, I did not understand the law
at that time, and the Trust was not muchi interested in Indian sites. National
Register status for your site should prokect it in the future from unwanted damage
by projects involving federal funds. It will not prevent you from using the land
as you wish, but I hope that you will not build townhouses on itl




I hope this explanation is of some help. I am also enclosing some literature
ohat gives some additional information. The Historical Trust can provide you with
additional literature and informetion. The Tyvust has a citizens committee in
each county. The choirman of the Frederick County committee is lMrs. Robert Lebherz.

I'1l also be glad to try and answer any questions you have.

I seem to get busier and busier and get less and less done all the time.
I'11l try to stop by sometime in the spring. She saddest thing of all is that I
have not made amy progress on & report on the Biggs Ford site and it's obvious
that I will not Pe finishing it soon, I have one full time assistant, but we are
unable to keep up with the demands of the Jjob. Additional funds and help do not
appear likely in the near future.

Sincerely,

Tyler Bastlian
State Archecloglst

TB/nab
encs.




(301) 268-0004

THE MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

P. O. Box #1704
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21404

August 11, 1969

Mr, Frank J. Cook

Administrator

Frederick County Metropolitan Commission )
Winchester Hall

Frederick, Maryland 21701

" Dear Mr. Cook:

We have given some time to checking out the property
at Walkersville whereon an Indlan Village is, supposed to
be located.

An ingquiry at the department for Indian archeology
at the Smithsonian Institution indicates that no known
site is on record at the place. A visit to the site by
our survey team in Frederick indicates the ovmer has no
convincing evidence the village site exhlsts, but has
found some arrow heads there.

On the basis that no further evidence or substantial
information of the village is oifered, we feel that your
project does not threaten a site of historical or archi-
tectural importance to the state.

Thank you for your inquiry.

An experience I might cite at Londontown Public House
in Anne Arundel County where an historic port town exhisted,
and where the county needed a Sewage pumplng station, was
investigated. The trench, only 5% feet in width, did not
appear to disturb any archeologlcal material. Prellmlnary
test trenches were run along the actual line for only that

vicinity where colonial settlement was believed to have
exhisted, to a depth below plow-disturbed earth and at
original undisturbed sub-soil.

No evidence was found in the area required for the line,
and the reasonable care, interest, and caution was especially
appreciated, and the concession to reasonable regard for
historic or prehistoric evidence acknowledged. The ovners
and county officials were all satisfied that care and con-
sideration by both parties had been achieved.

Sincerely,

2\ .1 AT
(J A \" aln fdisc
Orlando Rldout Iv

Director
CR:ec




%iami, Missouri
5344

Mr Tyler Bastion

Division of Archaeology
Maryland Archagological Survey
John Hopkins U iversity
Baltimore, Marfland.

21218

Dear Tyler:

George Metcalf has just written me'saying that that a charred
bow has been recovered at the Biggs; Ford site. Can you give me
any information on it?

My bow book is in press now and s cheduled for release this

fall, Whether I can make any additions at this late date

remains to be seen, but I would appreciate any dope you can

give me on this new find. Actually, there is very little first
hand evidence on the aboriginal bows in your area so this find
could be of great importance to my shudy. Webb recovered an
Osage orange bow from a burial down in Loulslana, which is a long
way'from Imumiizrixm Maryland,

As you probably know, the Museum of the Great Plains has -
apparently fallen on evil days. Tong is now at Bay Csty, M. chlgan
and I have had to follow him to get continued sponsorshlp. My
letters to Lawton went virtually unanswered,

Trust all goes well with you.

Sincerely,

{\K
T M Hamilton,




Division of Archeology
6 Jul 70

Mr. T M. Hamilton
Rt. 1
Miami, Missouri 65344

Dear Teds

It was & reel gessure teo hesr from you, and I sm glad that you are
interested in the "bow," I thought of calling you when we found it, but
decided I would write you "later," The enclosed photos will give you some
idea what it looks like, It consists of an alignment of small, elongated
bits of charcoal, I suspret that the erterior had been chared or partly
chared sc we only have bite of the chared skin, One end wes xeither not
preserved, or,more likely, destroyed before we realiged what we had. Our
evcavation wes rather sloppy s we had exposed the burisl, recorded, end
rewoved the bones before we found the pointes and reslized what the "streszR
of chereosl" really was, Or, I shovld say probably is. The shape of
the charcosl stain snd its aligmment with the points (10 of them) would
seem to be & gpod case for calling it & bow, however, We removed the bow
on & block of dirt (shown in one of the emclosed photos before jacketing),
and it is now in my office. I have not tried further cleanings In the
photos about all you can see is the low pedestal on which the charcoal stain
is isolated. 1low that it has dried out, it is even less impressive,

I has a max. width of ca. L cm., &nd is about 1,5 cm. wide on the narrow end.

The pit containing the burial wes sbout 160 em. in dia. at the orifice
and exanding to &bout 190 cm, near the bottom. The pit extended 71 cm.
below the base of the plow zone or about 100cm. below the ground surfece.

I d not know if the pit was especially dug to receive the burial, or if it
was an gbandoned storage pit used for the grave, but I suspect the latter,

The skeleton wes an adult male, loosely flexed, lying on right side facing
bow with knees near points and end of bowyand skull in vicinity and on one side
of missing end of bowe Above and behind the head were a vasiform pipe of fine
micseous sandstone, 2 celts (disbase snd slate(?)), 1 triangular point of
rhyolite, lump of red ochre, brofken ard worn gorget (presumably an heirloom or
pick-up), 2 eylindrical bone "punches," 2 antler tines, and bird claws. Also
& beaver incisor and two bone fragments not yet identified, The points near
the bow were of quarts (9) and gray chert (lﬁ

There are several components at the Biggs Ford site, but no contact or
Buropean objects have been recovered, The burial with the bow is probably very
late, perhaps between A, D, 1300 and 1550.




If I can provide you with additional information about the bow, site, ete.,
please let me know, You are welcome to use the material in your book, snd
would be glad to have you look at the specimen if you are out this way.

I am glad that Tong is still sponsoring your work. I hope that the mmseum
in Lawton pete straightensd out, but I fear that the Bay City museum may
end up in the same mess now that they have Tong.

By the way, Jim Brown (MSU) wrote me last winter that he will be digging
some exceptionzlly wellepreserved contact graves near Bay City this summer,
Maybe he will find a bow, too!

I understand that your book on guns is finally out, but I have not seen
a Copye.

Aéain, my appologies for not gettine in contact with you soomer,

I am keeping busy here doing field work, and being sn"experton &ll
phases ot Maryland archeology from pebble tools though tin cans and bottdes.

Sincerely,

. . ’L o el
Tyler Bastian
State Archeologist

P.S. 7 Jul 70

I note that I've given you much detsil, bubt not som2 pgenerel info.
thet may mean more to you. DBiggs Ford is located fmasncrsiionrmsidcom
on the Monocacy River mesr Walkersville in the Fredericlk Valley of
central Marylends The Frederick Valley is sort of a transitionsl area
between the Piedmont and Appldachian provinces, but strongest cultural
ties of Bigrs Ford are to the other limestone valleys of Va. and Pa.

There are obvious cultural ties to the west, such as the Monongahelfa complemes,

favknonoxkx  Relationships to eastern Maryland, especially to the
Coastal Plain, are weak.




